FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK : SOME NOSTALGIAAND COMMITMENTS

It was 1992. Multi-channel cable network was still a daydream in this small and godforsaken part of
the country. Entertainment meant only listening to songs, watching local drama performances, and, of
course, reading books. Fortunately there were some cinema houses, perhaps three in number. There
was a public library in a run-down building, always crowded by readers and subscribers during eve-
nings far better option perhaps than the smart and lonesome building of today. Our Rabindranath,
Bankimchandra, Sharatchandra, Manik, Bibhutibhushan, Samaresh, Budhwadev, Sunil, our Baudlaire,
Keats, Rimbaut, Mallerme were all born there, in that crowd-puller place. We were yet to be intro-
duced to offset printing, the so-called ‘letter press’ was our only consolation. ‘Unmesh’ made its debut,
due mainly to my innumerable zeal, as a special issue during the puja festivities of our club called Shakti
Sangha. The club was its sole patron. I have strong doubts as to its literary value, but I can’t underrate
the vision it generated in me which is why, even after the lapse of long fourteen years, I cannot help
naming my self-edited magazine after it. For me, Unmesh was born in 1992. I did the type-setting of its
first issue after resurrection in an old fashioned Bangla-software which accounts for some unwanted
distortions in compound letters. I owe my readers an apology for this and promise to remove the
eyesore in our next-update.

Time has had its own move since 1992. The search for a stable sustenance and some professional
hazards too have taken a heavy toll on me, though an unwanted hope hay underneath waiting to be
rekindled at the right moment. That hope was to publish a magazine on my own. Meanwhile, my wish to
geta govt. job became a wistful fancy ; my engagement as a construction contractor simply caused me
irritation—so much, so that I quit it and got myself involved in a new space of work. The name
‘Unmesh’ which I bore almost like a genetic identity now come to my rescue and I rang the buzzer for
its new phase. To know more please go through this issue on this website.

The special ‘Tribute issue’ of Unmesh was published in 2008. A few years back I had been ac-
quainted with some of the major literary personalities of the North-East like Debabrata Deb and
Amitabha Dev Choudhury. Now, both of them figure on Advisory Board of Unmesh and are chalking
out guidelines for the magazine with their selfless co-operation. The issue in question featured two
legendary poets, Shaktipada Brahmmachari and Binoy Majumder. You will find some insightful write-
ups on them in the issue along with mind-blowing works of some representative story-writers and poets.

Our latest issue was planned rather incidentally. The writer and novelist Shyamal Bhattacharya rang
me up one day to pass on the message that Mukhabayab, a sister magazine had abandoned its pro-
posed special issue on Tamil short stories. While listening, I had a kick to embark on this challenging
project. So I took possession of the file of manuscripts from Shyamal Bhattacharya. Together we met
with Subrahmanian Krishnamurthyji at his residence in Kolkata. Our long chat with him made me share
his dreams and disappointment. [ salute this aged literature buff. His translation of Tamil stories is in our
latest issue on the website. Interested browsers can go between the lines.

Thank you for visiting our website.
(Translation : Amitabha Dev Choudhory)
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